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Cheers and jeers for coal-lease moratorium
By Katharhynn heidelBerg

Daily Press senior Writer

Friday’s decision to suspend 
future leases under the federal 
coal program was met with 
both anger and applause in 
Colorado.

The Interior Department’s 

moratorium is irresponsible,  
“politically motivated,” and 
imperils the nation’s energy 
future, U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton 
said, in a statement laying the 
blame at President Obama’s 
feet.

“Once more, the president 
is picking winners and losers, 

choosing his ideology over the 
working class communities 
and hardworking Americans 
that make an affordable and 
reliable energy supply for 
the nation possible,” Tipton 
said. “We need to look no fur-
ther than … Craig and Delta, 
that have seen firsthand the 

devastating toll of  the presi-
dent’s misguided energy poli-
cies have had on the economy.”

Delta County Commissioner 
Bruce Hovde said he was not 
immediately certain what de-
gree of  impact the moratori-
um would have on coal mining 
there.

Greg Zimmerman, policy 
director for The Center for 
Western Priorities, said hit-
ting pause on coal leasing that 
takes place on public lands 
allows all players to conduct 
comprehensive planning to 

Olathe Pirates Maria Baltazar, left, and Amanda Seymour try to recover the ball before it goes out of bounds in a game against 
the Aspen Skiers on Friday in Olathe. Read the full story on page A9. (Nate Wick/Daily Press)

Felony filings 
held steady 
in 2015
By Katharhynn heidelBerg

Daily Press senior Writer

Felony cases filed in the Montrose 
Combined Court went up only slightly 
in 2015, reflecting a holding pattern af-
ter a dramatic increase between 2014 
and the year prior.

The Montrose court recorded 358 
felony cases this past year, a number 
that’s barely budged from that of  2014, 
which saw 350 felony filings. 

“I don’t particularly view that as a 
huge, significant increase,” District 
Attorney Dan Hotsenpiller said 
Friday. 

Felony filings had spiked dramati-
cally in 2013, which by the end of  that 
November, stood at 281. Hotsenpiller 
does not expect returning to that low-
er level.

“It (2015) is clearly not a continua-
tion of  the dramatic increase we saw. 
It isn’t a decrease, either,” the DA 
said.

The numbers provided pertain 
only to felony filings in the Montrose 
County and District courts. 

State numbers — which are kept 
by fiscal year and therefore differ 
from the calendar year calculation 
Hotsenpiller provided for Montrose  
— show near-stasis for the remaining 
counties in the 7th Judicial District.

Between July of  2014 and June of  
2015, Delta County saw 164 felony fil-
ings, just 20 more than in the previ-
ous fiscal year. In Gunnison County, 
there were 126 filings during that 
period, vs. 108 the previous period. 
Hinsdale County saw five felony fil-
ings, up from two. The comparison for 
Ouray County was 18 for FY 2015 and 
12 for FY 2014, while in San Miguel 
County, the figures were 58 and 47, 
respectively.

“If  we were up or down, it would be 
very marginal,” Delta County Sheriff  
Fred McKee said. “The largest (felony 
type) for certain would be thefts and 
burglaries.” 

Drugs and different categories of  
felony assaults (physical and sexual) 
follow, giving his agency an average 
year in terms of  criminal activity, 
McKee said.

“It’s a combination of  everything,” 
Montrose County Sheriff  Rick Dunlap 
said. “I can’t say that there’s one 
area where it’s more prevalent than 
others.”

District-wide, though, “drugs are far 
and away” the leading type of  felony 
offenses charged, Hotsenpiller said.

By case type, the state numbers 
showed 182 felony drug filings; 88 for 
theft; 72 for burglary; 53 for assaults; 
51 for menacing; 39 for sexual offenses 
and 33 for trespass. (Again, state sta-
tistics differ from local stats because 
the former are based on a fiscal year, 
while the latter are based on a calen-
dar year.)

The offense-specific numbers are 
consistent with what the 7th Judicial 
District has been seeing for some 
time, the DA said. 

The designated offense types do not 
necessarily reflect all elements of  
a given case. Thefts and burglaries 
have been undertaken to fund or fuel 
drug habits, Hotsenpiller said, so he is 
cautious.

“Just because a case is not a ‘drug 
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Former resident writes about golf, faith
By devin O’Brien

Montrose Press staff Writer

A former Montrose resident’s new 
novel tells a story of  golf  and God.

Joe Bullock, who lived in the area 
1972-86, has published a book whose 
setting is based on Montrose, called 
“Walking with Herb: A Spiritual 
Golfing Journey to the Masters.”

The book follows Joe Goodman, an 
average golfer and banker who one 
day receives an email from God tell-
ing him to deliver a message to the 
world by playing in the Masters Golf  
Tournament. 

He then teams up with Herb, a cad-
dy who guides Joe’s golf  game, as well 
as his faith.

Bullock said he wrote the book be-
cause he felt he should, and it was 
part of  his bucket list. He cites an ar-
ticle he wrote about his father and 
about his old golf  coach as previous 
writing experience.

The purpose of  the novel was to be 
an inspiration to its readers, particu-
larly its younger ones.

“I just wanted to wake people up to 
the fact that they can do what they 
think they can,” Bullock said.

Herb, the titular character, is named 
after Herb Wimberly, Goodman’s 
coach when he played for the 
University of  New Mexico golf  team. 
According to the author, who resides 
in Las Cruces, N.M., he and Wimberly 
still sit next to each other in church.

Another character, Wiley Weaver, 
gains his name from a combination 
of  the surnames of  two of  Bullock’s 
associates when he still lived in 
Montrose: engineer Bill Wiley and re-
tired attorney Gerald Weaver.

A small agricultural community 

setting was chosen due to Bullocks’ 
knowledge of, and love for, small 
towns and their people. The setting 
would allow him to create a lifelike 
portrayal of  the culture inherent in 
such areas. A large 
part of  inspiration for 
this aspect came from 
Bullock’s experience 
as a banker in similar 
communities.

Elements particu-
lar to Montrose which 
appear in the story 
of  Joe Goodman and 
Herb were agricul-
ture, banking and his 
observations at the lo-
cal nine-hole Montrose Golf  Course, 
known today as Black Canyon Golf  
Course. He said one would see the 
head of  a large company in town and 
a school janitor having a great time 
playing together. 

He said those were the days when 
buying a $100 share would make you a 
member of  the course.

During this time, the resident golf  
pro refused to give lessons to other 
players, which resulted in Bullock fill-
ing in. The author said  instruction 
in golf  techniques made it into the 
novel.

Bullock spent most of  his time in 
Montrose as a single man, running 
the Federal Land Bank after being 
named president of  the institution at 
the age of  28. The local Chamber of  
Commerce and the Methodist church 
were also a part of  the author’s life in 
Montrose.

Weaver remembers golfing with 
Bullock and Wiley on Saturday morn-
ings. One memory that sticks was how 
Bullock, club champion at the time, 

was always adjusting his swing. 
This habit was transferred to the 

protagonist of  “Walking with Herb,” 
according to Weaver.

The former attorney remembers 
how, in addition to a constantly 
tweaked swing, Bullock could make a 
Saturday morning game interesting.

“I smoked cigars, and Joe had hit 
a ball into a tree left of  the number 
three green. He climbed up to get the 
ball, and I was boosting him up in 
the tree after I put my cigar on the 
ground,” Weaver said. “When the 
jumped out of  the tree, he landed on 
the cigar and crushed it.”

He also recalled Bullock as a very 
devout Methodist who attended 
church every Sunday. After Bullock 
married his wife Sheila, a Catholic, 
they made an arrangement to attend 
one church on one Sunday, and the 
other the next.

Bill Wiley, an engineer who also 
golfed with Bullock on Saturday, lived 
in the same condo complex. A single 
father of  three children at the time, he 
remembered how the banker-turned-
author would act as a babysitter and 
how he taught one of  the children 
how to swim. 

Wiley, who has since moved to 
Phoenix, Ariz., golfed with Bullock 
a week prior to the writing of  this 
article. 

When asked about the difference 
between past games in Montrose and 
the most recent one, he said it showed 
how much they had both aged.

As for any future books, Bullock 
said he’s mulling ideas.

The blog related to the book, walk-
ingwithherb.wordpress.com, offers 
news related to author appearances, 
golf, faith and other subjects.

Joe Bullock

Pirates plunder Skiers


